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VIRGINIA SOCCER LEAGUE, INC.

RULES AND PROCEDURES

I. GENERAL

A. The Virginia Soccer League, Inc., Inc. (VSL) is a corporation as defined in the United States and the State of Virginia statutes whose principal purpose is to promote youth travel soccer.

B. To insure the efficient and effective accomplishment of the purpose of the Association, Articles of Incorporation, By-laws, and a Rules and Procedures Manual have been established.  Properly registered Clubs, Teams and/or Players abiding by the standards, guidelines, policies and procedures outlined in these documents will be deemed in “Good Standing”.

C. FIFA Laws of the Game shall apply to all matches except as amended herein.

II. AFFILIATION

VSL is a member of Virginia Youth Soccer Association and through that membership is affiliated with United States Youth Soccer (USYS) and the United States Soccer Federation (USSF).  VSL and its members are subject to all Rules of the USYS and USSF as published in the current USSF Administrative Handbook. 

III. APPLICABILITY

A. These Rules and Procedures apply to all member clubs and their players, coaches, team and club officials as well as parents, spectators and others associated with the member.

B. Lack of knowledge of these VSL Rules and Procedures will not relieve any coach, team official, parent or player of a team participating in VSL, or seeking entry into VSL, from the responsibilities and possible penalties herein.  ALL CLUBS, TEAM OFFICIALS, PARENTS AND PLAYERS, BY PARTICIPATING IN VSL PLAY, AGREE THAT THEY ARE BOUND BY THESE RULES.
IV. JURISDICTION

A. The Board of Directors has primary responsibility for development, implementation and enforcement of the Rules and Procedures.  Participation of the Active Membership will be encouraged and solicited to revise and update the Rules and Procedures periodically.

B. The Rules and Discipline Committee (R&D) shall investigate alleged violations of the Rules and Procedures at the direction of the Board of Directors or as directed by these procedures.  In addition, the R&D may review the imposition of automatic penalties outlined within these procedures.  Upon completion of an investigation and/or review the R&D shall present recommendations to the Board of Directors for final action.

V. CLUB ENTRY AND OBLIGATIONS

A. The Board of Directors must approve entry of a new club into VSL.  Travel Soccer Clubs comprised of two or more teams requesting membership must submit the New Club Application Form including the following information: Club Name, Officers, field information and availability (fields must be of appropriate size and the necessary quantity to support the number of teams entered).  Once the club is approved, they may register teams. Active membership is normally maintained by registering a minimum of two teams in any one season and by registering at least one team in the remaining season.

B. The Board of Directors shall establish dates by which active members must submit fees and

designated forms.  Failure to meet these deadlines precludes the Club and/or teams from entering a team in VSL for that season, unless authorized by the Board of Directors.  Fees are non-refundable.

C. Prior to the start of each season, each active member club entering travel team(s) in VSL shall submit the following:

1. Prior to the declaration of every team, each member club must review each team's conformation for compliance with VSL rules, see section VI. TEAM/PLAYER REGISTRATION, subsection C 

2. Club Registration Form, which shall specify the Club Officers and Club Representative to VSL.

3. Team Competition Declaration in the required format submitted to the VSL Administrator.
4. Administrative Team Declaration in the required format, including designated fee deposit, submitted to the VSL Administrator.  

5. Field Declaration Form, including maps to all fields, in the required format submitted to the VSL Administrator.

D. Field Requirements – Acceptable playing fields in proportion to the number of teams entered for seasonal play must be available to enter teams in VSL.  The following is required:

1. Each club must provide one (1) field per four (4) teams or fraction thereof entered.

2. Clubs not able to provide the required field(s) shall not be allowed to enter teams.

3. An exception to the above shall be a letter from another Club or organization allowing a Club to play on that Club’s field(s).  In such a situation, the total number of fields available must be proportional to the combined total of both Club’s teams.

4. When a letter of agreement is used to satisfy the field requirements, a copy of the letter shall be provided to the VSL Administrator with submission of the Club Registration Form.  The letter shall specify any limitations or restrictions to the use of the field(s) and the responsibilities of both parties concerning field maintenance, preparation and provision for nets and corner flags.

E. Field Preparation - The Club sponsoring the home team shall be responsible for the following and shall be subject to the penalties outlined in this section for failure to properly prepare its field(s).

1. Fields shall be legibly marked in accordance with the FIFA Laws of the Game.

2. Grass shall be cut to an even height.  The height shall not impede the movement of the ball nor the players.

3. Nets shall be in serviceable condition and securely fixed to the goals.

4. Corner Flags shall be placed and conform to the specifications of the FIFA Laws of the

Game.

5. The referee may refuse to allow match play if, in his/her opinion, the field is improperly prepared.

6. A referee may declare a field unplayable and cancel a match(es) due to improper field preparation.  When a match (or matches) is cancelled by the referee due to IMPROPERLY PREPARED FIELDS,  THE CLUB SPONSORING THE HOME TEAM SHALL BE FINED AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE REFEREE FEES AND SHALL FORFEIT THE MATCH(ES).  VSL shall reimburse the visiting team(s) their portion of the referees’ fees.  Failure to properly prepare fields resulting in match cancellation may be reviewed by R & D for additional action by the Board of Directors.

F. Field Conflicts

 In the event of field conflicts, the following shall apply:

1. State Cup matches take precedence over VSL play.  In the event of such conflicts, the 

State Cup match(es) shall be played.  Clubs should not submit VSL declared fields for

State Cup matches without verifying in advance possible schedule conflicts.

2. In conflicts with other VSL matches, the youngest division shall play.

3. In conflicts with house leagues sponsored by the Home Club, VSL matches shall take precedence.  The home club is responsible for coordination.

4. When same day conflicts with other activities occur, the Home Club shall be responsible for rectifying the situation.  When the scheduled field or a suitable alternate site in relative proximity to the scheduled field cannot be arranged, the match shall be canceled.

a. The Home club shall initiate notification necessary to cancel later matches and/or to reroute later teams to the alternate field, including notification of the VSL Administrator.

b. The following penalties for matches canceled due to SAME DAY CONFLICTS shall

be assessed:  THE CLUB SPONSORING THE HOME TEAM SHALL BE FINED 

AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE REFEREE FEES AND SHALL FORFEIT THE MATCH.  VSL shall reimburse the visiting team their portion of the referee fees.

G. Use of League Name and/or Logo

The league name “VSL” and/or approved league logo(s) may not be used without the written permission of the Board of Directors.

VI. TEAM/PLAYER REGISTRATION

A. All players must be registered with the Virginia Youth Soccer Association (VYSA).  The VYSA Official Roster Form is prepared and submitted for validation to the assigned VYSA Assistant State Registrar prior to the commencement of the soccer year (September 1 through August 31).  Only those players included on a current Official Roster shall be deemed duly registered by the State (VYSA).  Changes to the Official Roster must be processed through the VYSA Assistant State Registrar who initially registered the team.  Submission of candidates for the position of VYSA Assistant State Registrars for VSL are approved by the President.  Once submitted and approved by the Virginia Youth Soccer Association, the registrars are under the supervision and control of the VYSA State Office and Board of Directors.   VYSA Assistant State Registrars are volunteers.
B. A registration manual and materials are distributed to each club by the assigned VYSA Assistant State Registrar.  Registration materials are provided by the league prior to the end of spring season.  
C. All players participating in VSL are registered by the VYSA Assistant State Registrar in accordance with the rules promulgated by VYSA in the current VYSA Registrars Manual with the following exceptions:

1. Teams in the U-10 age group shall be composed of no more than fourteen (14) players.

2. Teams in the U-11 age group shall be composed of no more than fourteen (14) players .
3. Membership of teams entered in the U10 age groups shall consist of a simple majority of the players being born in the single year designation, age appropriate, of those age groups.   One U8 age appropriate and younger players will be accepted for play.  

(amended – 07.19.08)

4. All member clubs must report players playing up more than one (1) year above their chronological age to the Competition Committee Chairman or his deputy before the start of play every season.  

(adopted – 07.19.05)

D. A youth player is defined as a player who, prior to August 1 of the current calendar year, has not reached his/her nineteenth (19th) birthday.   The age of the oldest member of the team determines the age designation of the team. 

E. Each registered player is covered, September 1 through August 31, by secondary medical and liability insurance as part of his/her registration   

H.  A team/player must be properly registered prior to participation in league activities.  Failure to meet this requirement will automatically result in forfeiture of any matches played while improperly registered.  The Board of Directors, at their discretion, may also take disciplinary action against team officials who knowingly allow an unregistered player to participate in league match play.

I. Provisional rosters are team rosters comprised of registered players who are members of team not actively playing in the current season within a seasonal year and may be used for intra-league play only.  Contact the team’s assigned VYSA Assistant State Registrar for details and rules governing provisional rosters. 

VII. RECRUITMENT

A. VSL is strongly opposed to the practice of recruiting players from one travel team to another at any time during the seasonal year, i.e. from the start of the fall season until the conclusion of the spring season.  Coaches and/or team or club officials who willfully recruit or attempt to recruit a player or players from a team(s) participating in VSL may be subject to disciplinary action by the Board of Directors.

1. Any team may conduct publicly announced, open tryouts to acquire players.  Any player and/or his/her parents or guardians may initiate direct contact with any coach or Team/Club official for the purposes of joining that team.

VIII. DIVISIONS AND GAME STRUCTURE

A. The Committee for Competition, composed of the Chairman of the Competition Committee and appointed members shall meet and develop the divisional composition for each season’s match play.  Each Club will be contacted concerning their team’s division placement prior to divisional placement being submitted to the Board of Directors for approval. 
B. The Committee shall present their recommendations to the Board of Directors for approval at least one month prior to the commencement of play. Final approval of the divisional composition shall be the responsibility of the Board of Directors.

C. Game Structure, defined as the number of games and dates of regularly scheduled matches, shall be determined and approved prior to the Competition Committee meeting by the Board of Directors.

D. Any club not responding to the request for information from the Competition Committee is denied the right to request consideration by the Board of Directors of desired changes to the proposed divisions approved at the aforementioned competition committee meeting. 

E. Team Promotion and Relegation

Main decision factors for existing teams:

1. The first place team in each division in final season standings shall be promoted to the next higher division within that age group only.

2. The last place team in each division shall be relegated to the next lower division within that age group only.

  Extenuating decision factors for existing teams:

1. Player turnover:

a. New players.

b. Loss of players.

     The policy allows for player turnover to be considered as an “extenuating circumstance” to be considered in the team’s placement by the Competition Committee.  Such player turnover would be noted in the comments section of the team declaration form and supported through the submission of the following 2 documents by the Club Representative to the League/Competition Committee for consideration:

2. Copy of previous season’s official team roster.

3. Copy of upcoming season’s official team roster/working roster.

F. Competitive divisions for the upcoming season become final upon their approval by the league board of directors.  These approved divisions may be subject to revision as the result of teams being withdrawn from league play prior to the issuance of that season’s schedules.  It is required that in all instances wherein a division suffers the loss of two or more teams, that said division must be referred back to the Competition Chair for review to ensure that the competitive goals of the league are still being met.  The Competition Chair shall take any action deemed appropriate to preserve the competitive posture of all approved divisions and shall report such actions taken to the league board at the next scheduled meeting.  

(adopted 08.31.04)
IX. GUEST PLAYER RULE

A member club may elect to use guest players to fill a game-day, league play only roster for VSL league play.  

A. ROSTER REQUIREMENTS

1. A game-day roster is a photocopy of the team’s Official VYSA Roster with the guest player information completed in ink in its entirety on the back side in the prescribed area.  

2. Players rostered on the original roster but unable to play or unavailable for play should have a solid black line drawn through their record on the game-day roster photocopy only.  (to explicitly show in-eligible players)

3. The game-day roster does not require approval by the League Registrar or any Assistant League Registrars or any other league official except as required in Section E, subsection 5.  

4. The completed game-day roster along with the official VYSA team roster and USYS player passes for all participating players on the game-day roster must be available as specified in the VSL rules before the match for the match official’s  and the opposing team officials’ review.  

5. A copy of the game-day roster and a copy of the official USYS team roster must be made available for the match official’s records.  

6. The game-day roster utilizing guest players may contain no more than 7v7= 10 players, 8v8= 11 players, 11v11= 14 players. In accordance with  Section B subsections 1, 2, & 3. 
B. GUEST PLAYER REQUIREMENTS

1. All guest players must be registered to a team within the club or the club’s parent or affiliate and hold a valid USYS player pass for travel play.   All USYS carded players, recreational or travel, may guest play for league play. 
2. A11 teams are permitted to have a game day roster which includes guest players. Roster size with guest players is limited to the number of players on the field per team plus 3 substitutes..  No more than five (5) guest players are allowed.   Maximum Game Day Roster limits with quest players:  7v7=10 players, 8v8=11 players, 11v11=14 players.    (The maximum game day roster limits are not the VYSA League Roster limits.  The limit of 10,11, or 14 players listed as Maximum Game Day Rosters applies only when utilizing guest players in the league.)
3. Permission to have a single guest player for Developmental purposes only when the roster limits above are filled by regular team members (no guests), must be cleared through the Competition Committee. 
(amended 3/23/2010)

C. OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1. Players suspended from match play may not be removed from the game-day roster and are considered ineligible for play or guest player substitution.  (prior red-card suspension rule)

(adopted 07.06.04)
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X. GAME INFORMATION

A. Match Length and Ball Size

Division

Length


Ball Size
U-17 – U19

45 min halves

5

U-15 – U16

40 min halves

5

U-13 – U14

35 min halves

5

U-11 – U12

30 min halves

4

U10


25 min halves

4

1. There shall be a five (5) minute interval between halves.

2. Regular season VSL matches ending in a draw at the end of regulation time will remain

a tie.

3. When age groups are combined for VSL play, the length of the halves will be those specified for the older age group.  Ball size shall be as specified for the younger age group.

B. Player Equipment: 

1. Shoes must meet FIFA specifications.

2. Shin guards for all players and goalkeepers are MANDATORY.  Socks must cover entire shin guard.

3. When the color of jerseys is similar or identical, and the referee requests a change, the Home Team must change colors.

4. With the exception of the goalkeeper, all players must have uniforms with individual numbers on the shirt.  The goalkeeper’s shirt must be easily distinguishable from all the other players and the referee.

5. Players must wear jerseys whose numbers correspond with numbers listed on the team’s official roster.

6. No jewelry of any kind may be worn (excluding corrective glasses).

7. Players who are wearing protective casts may be allowed to play only with the approval of the referee.

C. Substitutions may be made with permission of the referee, at the following times (U10 & U11 exceptions noted section E below):

1. Prior to a throw-in by the team in possession.

2. Prior to a goal kick by either team.

3. After a goal has been scored by either team.

4. At the beginning of the second half of play.

5. After an injury, by either team, when the referee stops play.

6. After the issuance of a caution, for the offending player.  Opposing team may also substitute an equal number of players.

D. Spectator and Coaching Areas

1. All coaches, players and spectators, will remain eighteen (18) yards from the goal lines.

2. Coaches and players are to take opposite sides of the field from the spectators.

3. No coaching may take place from behind the goal lines.

4. All coaches and spectators must remain at least one (1) meter from the touch line at all times.

5. The referee or assistant referee may, at any time, restrict the sideline movement of coaches, players, and spectators.

E. U-10 and U-11 Game and Field Requirements

1. All registered U10 and U11 teams in VSL must play the “seven a side” format.

2. Fields size is to be a Minimum of 40 yds x 60 yds (width x length) to a Maximum of 50 yds x 70 yds.

3. Recommended goal size is a Minimum of 7ft x 21ft (height x width)  

4. All other field dimensions should be appropriate to the field size.

5. All VSL/FIFA Rules apply with the exception of:

a. Players on the field shall consist of 7 of which one shall be a goalkeeper.

b. 8 yds from the ball is to be given by the opposing team at free kicks.

c. Substitutions are allowed at any time on the fly.  (U12 requires a three-man system. – 07/09/02.)

6. Any team not able to field a minimum of 5 players at the scheduled game time will forfeit the match.

F. U12 Game and Field Requirements

1. All registered U12 teams in VSL must play the “eight a side” format.  (amended 09.05.06)

2. Fields size is to be a Minimum of 50 yds x 80  yds (width x length) to a Maximum of 50 yds x 90 yds 
(amended 07.19.05)

3. Recommended goal size is a Minimum of 7ft x 21ft (height x width.  

4. All other field dimensions should be appropriate to the field size.

5. All VSL/FIFA Rules apply with the exception of:

a. Players on the field shall consist of 9 of which one shall be a goalkeeper.

b. 9 yds from the ball is to be given by the opposing team at free kicks.

c. U12 requires a three-man system. (07/09/02.).

6. Any team not able to field a minimum of 7 players at the scheduled game time will forfeit the match
G. U16  - U19 Game Requirements 

 1. U16 – U19 Teams may roster up to 22 players on the official state issued league and tournament roster.

2 .The maximum number of rostered players allowed to participate in a game is 18. 

3 A Game Day roster shall be presented to the referee prior to the start of the match listing the 18 players eligible to participate in the scheduled match.

4. Players not on the game day roster may not be in uniform on the team bench or player area.

H. Referees

1. VSL contracts with area Referee Associations to provide three (3) USSF certified officials for all U-12 through U-19 matches and one (1) USSF certified official for each U-10 or U-11 match.  The officials are responsible for conducting the matches in accordance with FIFA Laws of the Game and VSL Rules and Procedures.  THE REFEREE’S AUTHORITY BEGINS WHEN THEY ARRIVE AT THE MATCH SITE AND CONTINUES UNTIL THEY DEPART THE MATCH SITE.

2. Failure to appear 

a. If two (2) officials are present at the scheduled start time, the officials present shall officiate the match in accordance with FIFA/USSF regulations governing systems of control.

b. If only one (1) official is present at the scheduled start time (except in the case of a U10 or U11 match), the opposing coaches may mutually agree to appoint Club Linesmen and play the match OR either coach may choose not to play the match with one (1) official, i.e. to reschedule the match.  No referee fees shall be incurred if the coaches choose to reschedule the match.  If the coaches choose to use the one referee, play will be recorded as an official match.

c. If no match officials are present at the scheduled start time, the opposing coaches may mutually agree on match officials or either coach may choose not to play the match, i.e. to reschedule the match.  No referees fees shall be incurred if the coaches choose to reschedule the match.  If the coaches choose to play with mutually agreed upon officials, play will be recorded as an official match.

d. Coordination with the Referee’s Associations concerning VSL activities, matches, schedule changes, etc.  shall be the responsibility of the VSL Administrator or a designated member of the Board of Directors.  Contact with representatives of the Referee’s Associations, including assignors, by Club, coaches or other officials concerning VSL activities is strictly prohibited.

e. Referee evaluation forms are provided on the VSL website.

f. Persistent negative evaluations regarding a specific referee shall result in action by the Board of Directors in accordance with the Referee Association’s contracts.

XI. TEAM OBLIGATIONS AT AN OFFICIAL MATCH

A.  Official Roster and Player Passes – Each Coach must have a current Official Roster and USYSA Player Passes at every match.  Prior to the start of the match, the referee or assistant referee is to check player passes against each player.  If the referee does not check player passes, the coach should request the passes be checked.  If the referee requests to check player passes and either coach does not have the passes available no later than the halftime interval, the referee at his/her discretion may terminate the match and award a forfeit to the opposing team.

B.  Each coach, or designee, must provide a list of player’s names and numbers before each match to the referee.  The GAME DAY ROSTER in the VYSA Database or a photocopy of the official league roster may be submitted for this purpose. 
C. Each coach, or designee, must keep a record of penalty points accumulated by each player on his team.

D. The HOME TEAM coach, or designee, must submit the Official Match Report CARD to the referee at the beginning of the match and collect the completed CARD at the end of the match.
1.  Mail completed cards to the VSL Administrator within 24 hours of completion of the match.

2.  The Home team must provide the match card for the referee. 

3.  IN THE EVENT THE HOME TEAM FAILS TO PROVIDE THE MATCH CARDS, EACH TEAM IS REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A MATCH REPORT IN WRITING TO THE VSL ADMINISTRATOR.  

4. Failure of either team to properly complete and return their portion of the Match Report may result in a fine of $15.00.

5. Match scores are to be reported by the HOME TEAM via the toll-free call-in number provided for the GOTSOCCER program.  

XII. FAILURE TO FIELD A TEAM

A. Unless the VSL Administrator is notified a minimum of five (5) days prior to the scheduled match date and approval is received to reschedule, a team must field a minimum of seven (7) players at the scheduled start time (five (5) players in the case of U-10 matches).

B. When a match is declared a forfeit due to a team’s failure to field seven (7) players, the following actions are required:

1. The Offended team shall notify the VSL Administrator with 24 hours of the scheduled start time.

2. The Offending team shall submit, in writing, to the VSL Administrator, within 48 hours their reasons for failure to field a team.

3. The Administrator shall review the written explanation and may recommend imposition of one or more of the following penalties to the Board of Directors:

a. A fine in an amount equal to the referee fees.

b. Forfeiture of the match and/or

c. A penalty of $50.00 to be paid to the VSL Treasurer prior to the next scheduled match.

4. VSL shall reimburse the Offended team their portion of the referee fees and shall award the $50.00 penalty, if charged, to them.

5. If the Offending team fails to submit a written reason, all of the penalties outlined above shall automatically be levied.

6. Repeated offenses will be subject to review by R & D and may result in additional sanctions by the Board of Directors.

XIII. CANCELED/TERMINATED MATCHES

A. Rainouts

1. In the event of inclement weather or at any time there is a doubt as to the playability of the fields, at least three (3) hours prior to the scheduled start of the first match of the day, the home club MUST:

a. Verify the conditions of the fields.

b. Immediately notify the VSL Administrator when field(s) are unplayable.

c. The home team must notify the opposing coach and/or manager when match(es) are cancelled due to unplayable fields in sufficient time to prevent unnecessary travel.

2. If, after matches begin, field conditions deteriorate which requires the cancellation of later matches, Club Representatives shall notify the VSL Administrator and opposing coaches or managers immediately.

3. If fields are under the control of another club or activity (e.g., schools, park authorities) and these organizations determine playability of fields, Club Representatives must coordinate closely to ensure early decisions and proper notifications are made.

4. The following penalty for failure to provide timely, accurate information of unplayable fields shall be assessed:  

1.  THE CLUB SPONSORING THE HOME TEAM SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT OF ANY REFEREE FEES INCURRED.

2. ANY TEAM FAILING TO NOTIFY THE OPPOSING TEAM’S COACH OR MANAGER WILL BE FINED AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE REFEREE FEES.  VSL WILL AWARD THE FINE TO THE OFFENDED TEAM.

5. When rain or inclement weather creates unplayable fields, the VSL Administrator may relocate the scheduled matches to playable fields.  Teams shall be given as much notice as possible. However, conditions may warrant very short notices.  Teams are expected to be as cooperative as possible so that rescheduled matches are minimized.

B. Referee Decision of Unplayable Conditions

1. A referee, may suspend or terminate a match due to weather conditions; i.e., lightning, rain, fog, fields becoming unplayable in the opinion of the referee, etc. before or during a match.  Under these conditions, the referee’s decision is final.  If at least one half of the match has been played, the match shall be deemed complete and the score shall stand.

2. After a referee cancellation, the Home Team shall determine if remaining matches scheduled for the field should be cancelled.  In such cases, immediate notification of the VSL Administrator is required.  Club Representatives shall notify the opposing coaches and/or managers.

3. Inconvenience to the visiting team, who has traveled or may travel to the site, cannot be avoided if weather conditions worsen during the visiting team’s travel time.

XIV. RESCHEDULING OF MATCHES

	PARTICIPATION IN VSL CARRIES THE RESPONSIBILITY TO ABIDE BY THE LEAGUE SCHEDULE, PLAYING ALL SCHEDULED MATCHES, AS SCHEDULED, UNLESS COMPELLING REASONS EXIST TO RESCHEDULE.  PARTICIPATION IN STATE CUP IS ENCOURAGED AND WITH PROPER NOTIFICATION, WILL TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER LEAGUE MATCHES.


A. Normally, no requests for reschedules or opt out weekends due to tournament participation or non-league play (with the exception of state cup) shall be allowed.  Tournament participation or opt out weekends will be decided by the Board of Directors and club representatives when approving game structure for the season.  Any team forfeiting matches to participate in a tournament or non-league play will be fined $500.00 and referee’s fees for the match,  which will be awarded to the offended team.  Amended (08.10.06)
B. Two types of conditions may warrant rescheduling of a league match - emergency conditions and/or legitimate outside activities as specified below. In these circumstances, requests to reschedule league matches shall be made in writing to the VSL Administrator at least one week (7 calendar days), or as soon as possible in the case of an emergency, prior to the scheduled match.

1. Inability to field 11 players due to emergency conditions as follows:

a. Illness such as chicken pox, measles, food poisoning or other similar conditions affecting several team members.  Note:  Injuries, vacations, recreational activities or other team activities are not just cause for rescheduling matches.

b. Death of a team member or team official

c. Other emergency conditions at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

2. Inability to field 11 players due to legitimate outside activities such as:

a. School activities such as organized trips or standardized testing such as PSAT or SAT testing.

b. Religious Ceremonies, such as confirmation, or bar mitzvah that includes several team members.

c. Other legitimate activities at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

C. Matches canceled due to weather, state cup participation, canceled with proper notification and approval or canceled due to referee no show shall be rescheduled as follows:

1. The VSL Administrator shall reschedule the match and contact the club representative with information about the date, time and place for the rescheduled match.  In the case of a time or field change within three (3) days of the match, the administrator may contact the team directly.  The Administrator shall attempt to accommodate the schedules of each team, but shall be responsible for rescheduling the match.

2. The teams may by mutual consent, agree to not reschedule the match in which case no points will be awarded and the game will be recorded as not played.  Decisions not to reschedule the match must be made within seven (7) days of the original cancellation.   When mutual consent cannot be reached, the game shall be rescheduled.    Any team failing to field a team or choosing to forfeit a rescheduled match shall be subject to the penalties outlined in Failure to Field A Team, Section  IX.

XV. STANDINGS AND AWARDS

A. Standings will be maintained by the VSL Administrator for each division throughout the season and shall be published via the GOTSOCCER Program on the VSL web site. Final standings shall be published no later than 30 days after the season ends.  STANDINGS ARE NOT OFFICIAL AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE UNTIL VERIFIED BY THE MATCH REPORT MAILED BY THE HOME TEAM.
B. U10 and U11 SCORES AND STANDINGS WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED.  THE SCORES ARE COLLECTED AND WILL BE REPORTED TO THE COMPETITION COMMITTEE ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF CREATING DIVISIONS THE NEXT SEASON.   (amended  08/10/06)
C. Points shall be awarded as follows:

1.  Win

Three (3) points

2.  Tie

One (1) point

3.  Loss

Zero (0) points

D. Ties in the standings will remain a tie.

XVI. CONDUCT

A. Standards of Conduct – The Virginia Soccer League, Inc.. exists to provide the youth of  Virginia the opportunity to acquire and develop soccer skills through higher levels of competition.  These skills, as well as the individual growth of the players, cannot be nurtured in an environment, which permits confrontation, poor sportsmanship, and verbal and/or physical abuse among spectators, game participants and game officials.  While VSL cannot dictate the internal administrative rules and regulations of member clubs, it shall provide a framework for governing undesirable behavior within which member clubs must administer their teams.  Players are expected to behave in a manner consistent with the principles of good sportsmanship.  Coaches and spectators shall act in a manner that reinforces good sportsmanship.

	Under no circumstances shall a player, coach, parent, or spectator enter the field of play during the match, unless invited by the referee.

	PHYSICAL VIOLENCE, FOUL AND ABUSIVE LANGUAGE, and/or HARRASSMENT OF PLAYERS OR REFEREES WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.


1. Parents and spectators must be aware that the coach is responsible for his/her actions on the sidelines, and he/she can be sent off the field or even banned from future games for his/her misconduct.  Parents must also be aware that they can be asked by the referee to leave the playing site, and if that request is refused, the referee may, at his/her discretion, terminate the match.

2. If any player, substitute or coach refuses to leave the playing site immediately after an ejection by the referee, the referee may terminate the match, and the match will be scored as a forfeit with the offending team losing by a score of 3-0. 

3. The referee has the discretionary power to suspend or terminate a match whenever, by reason of the elements, interference by spectators, or other causes, he deems such stoppage necessary.  When the referee terminates a match based on the conduct or actions of one team or its player(s), coach(es), team officials and/or spectators, the match will be scored as a forfeit with the offending team losing by a 3-0 score.

4. Member clubs shall insure that these standards of conduct are distributed and understood throughout their club.  Repetition of occurrences of misconduct which shows a “disregard for these guidelines” could lead to long term penalties, up to and including prohibition from further participation in VSL play of the offending players and/or coaches.  Member clubs which display an inability to comply with the above policies and philosophy will forfeit future playing privileges in the Virginia Soccer League, Inc. for all of that Club’s teams.

B. Termination of Matches by the Referee Due to Misconduct

The termination of a match by a referee for reason(s) other than inclement weather is considered to be the most serious action.  If abandonment of a match is necessary, in the opinion of the officials, a full written explanation will be submitted separately by each official and coach, listing the circumstances and details leading to match termination.  R&D will review terminated matches and shall provide a report the Board of Directors who shall take appropriate action.

XVII. PENALTY POINTS AND SUSPENSIONS

In order to promote appropriate behavior and conduct within the Laws of the Game, VSL maintains the following penalty point system for instances of misconduct penalized within a match(es).

A. The following penalty points shall be assessed all players and coaches who are cautioned (yellow card) or ejected (red card) while participating in VSL matches:

1. First caution in a match:




2 points

2.
Second caution in a match




5 points total

3. 
Ejection without previous caution



5 points 

4.
Ejection with previous unrelated caution in same match
7 points

B. Accumulation of Points

1. Penalty points shall accrue during each VSL season.   A season shall commence when the first VSL match is played and shall end when the first VSL match of the next season is played.

2. A player or coach shall be suspended from participation in his/her next VSL match(es) played due to the accumulation of penalty points as follows:

a. Five (5) points or more but less than nine (9) points: One match suspension

b. Nine (9) points or more but less than twelve (12) points:  Two match suspension

c. Twelve (12) points or more: Five (5) match suspension and review by R & D 

3. The coach, or designee, must keep a record of his/her player’s accumulated penalty points.

4. The VSL Administrator shall review all Official Game Reports, maintain running records of point accumulations and publish the totals periodically.

5. Suspensions become effective and shall be served immediately regardless of point totals published. 

Coaches and team officials shall not rely on nor await the publication of published penalty point totals to initiate match suspensions.

6. All suspensions shall carry forward until the entire suspension is served, regardless of the season or covered tournament.  However, penalty points shall not accrue beyond one season.

7. VSL Matches include regular season matches, and VSL end of season tournament matches.

8. To receive credit for players or coaches serving suspension, the coach, or designee shall inform both the referee and opposing coach of the suspension(s) being served, and ensure that the suspension(s) is recorded on all three (3) portions of the match card.  Any suspensions not recorded will be treated as a suspension not served.   

9. Any team allowing a player, coach, or team official to participate in a league match while under suspension shall forfeit the match in which the suspended individual participates.  The Club sponsoring the offending team shall be liable for any referee fees incurred.

C. Other Disciplinary Actions

1. Ejection of a player(s)

a. A player receiving a red card from the referee must sit out the remainder of that match plus his/her team’s next VSL match.  No substitution may be made for the ejected player during the match in which the red card was issued. (The next match suspension is concurrent to the five-point accumulation rule as stated above.  In the event a player receives a second red card in a season and accumulates a total of ten points a two game suspension would be incurred as specified above.)

b. It is the duty of the coach to withhold ejected players from the next VSL match.  Any violation of this requirement will be considered a separate offense and will be forwarded to the R & D Comm. for additional action.

c. Any team allowing a player, coach or team official to participate in a league match while under suspension shall forfeit the match in which the suspended individual participates. 

d. The coaches of both shall notify the referee regarding the suspension prior to the start of the match.

2. Ejection of Coach or Team Official(s)

a. A coach or team official receiving a red card from the referee must leave the field and the area surrounding the field for the remainder of the match. In addition, the coach is prohibited from participating in the next match and is not allowed to be present at the field or in the area surrounding the field.  Coaches ejected from matches may be subject to review and additional sanctions.

b. It is the coach’s duty to self-impose the appropriate suspension.  If a suspended coach participates, enters the field of play or the area surrounding the field while under suspension, the team shall forfeit the match.

c. The substitute coach and the opposing coach shall notify the referee regarding the suspension prior to the start of the match.

3. Two yellow cards given to the same player or coach in the same match will result in immediate ejection from the match and the rules outlined above regarding ejection apply.

4. Physical violence, foul and abusive language and/or harassment of players or referees will not be tolerated.  Because of the seriousness of such instances, red cards issued during or after the end of a match, as a result of physical violence, foul and abusive language and/or harassment are subject to review by Rules and Discipline. The Board of Directors may impose additional penalties, which are not subject to appeal within VSL. Normally, the Board of Directors will conduct a disciplinary hearing when physical violence occurs before, during or after a match, to determine if additional penalties are warranted.

XVIII. PROTESTS

A. General  - A protest is a dispute over a point of fact dealing with the MISAPPLICATION OF THE LAWS OF THE GAME or VSL rules by a match official.  Protests on the grounds of judgmental actions on the part of a match official (including red and yellow cards) shall not be considered.  The Referee Evaluation Form is appropriate instrument for reporting disputed judgmental actions by a match official.  The evaluation form shall be submitted to the VSL Administrator, who will forward the comments to the appropriate referee association.

B. Submission

1. A protest shall be submitted, in writing or by email, to the Chairman of the R & D committee, within two (2) days of the conclusion of the match, as verified by the postmark.  Any protest not submitted within two (2) days of the match will be returned unheard.

2. A $50.00 Protest Fee, made payable to VSL, shall accompany the protest.  If the protest is upheld, the protest fee shall be returned.  If the protest is denied, the protest fee shall be retained by VSL.

C. Review by the R & D Committee

1. The Rules  & Discipline Committee shall investigate, evaluate and provide recommendations to the Board of Directors within ten (10) days of receipt of the protest.

a. Upon receipt of a timely written protest, the Rules and Discipline Chair shall request written statements and/or additional documentation from involved persons.

b. R & D shall review written statements, documentation and other evidence, USSF/FIFA Laws of the Game and VSL Rules and Procedures and By-laws.

c. Upon completion of review, a written statement of findings and recommendations shall be submitted to the VSL President for Board consideration at the next Board of Director’s meeting.

D. The Board of Directors shall approve, disapprove or modify the recommendations of the committee.

E. The VSL Secretary shall notify the protester, in writing, of action taken.

Note: the VSL Rules and Discipline Committee is comprised of five (5) members including a Chairman and four (4) committee members.  Rules and Discipline can be contacted by email at RandD@VSL.org.

XIX. APPEALS

A.  Any aggrieved party may appeal any decision or the imposition of any penalty or fine to the Board of Directors.

1. The appeal must be submitted in writing to the VSL Administrator within 48 hours of the decision or imposition of penalty or fine.

VSL Administrator 
574 McFarland Road 
Norfolk, Virginia 23505

2. A $50.00 appeal fee shall accompany the appeal.  If the appeal is upheld, the appeal fee will be returned.  If the appeal is denied, the fee shall be retained by VSL.

B. Upon receipt of an appeal, the Board of Directors shall convene a board of inquiry composed of its members.

C. Appeals denied by the Board may be appealed to the General Membership.

1. The appeal must be submitted in writing to the VSL Administrator at least 48 hours prior to the next The appeal must be submitted in writing to the VSL Administrator at least 48 hours prior to the next scheduled meeting of VSL. 
VSL Administrator 
574 McFarland Road 
Norfolk, Virginia 23505

2. A $50.00 appeal fee shall accompany the appeal.  If the appeal is upheld, the appeal fee will be returned.  If the appeal is denied, the fee shall be retained by VSL.

3. Evidence pertaining to the appeal shall be distributed to the Club Representatives for consideration and final resolution at the next General Membership Meeting.

XX. OFFICIAL HEARINGS

A. Periodically, it may be necessary for the Board of Directors to conduct hearings on breaches of the Articles of Incorporation, By-Laws, Rules and Procedures, and /or Laws of the Game.

B. Hearings shall be announced at least seven (7) days in advance.  An effort shall be made to schedule such activities at the convenience of the majority of the participants, whether members of the Board//Committee or persons to appear before the Board/Committee.

C. When established in accordance with paragraph B. above, persons to appear before the  Board shall be so notified.  Their personal appearance, or the appearance of an individual(s) acting in their behalf, shall be mandatory.

1. Once notified, persons requested to appear shall have 48 hours to submit in writing matters in extenuation or mitigation that may preclude their appearance.  The convening authority shall have sole authority to rule on such matters.

2. Failure to appear, unless duly excused, shall be grounds for sanctions as may be determined by the Board of Directors.

D. The VSL Administrator shall provide VYSA with information concerning sanctions and suspensions it has levied. VYSA may consider these facts when processing Applications to Travel, Host Tournaments and Games, and Host Foreign Teams, as well as in choosing representatives for the state ODP teams, and or state representatives for regional or national cup play.

XXI. MISCONDUCT TOWARD GAME OFFICIALS

The following is Rule 531-9 (formerly 3041) “Misconduct Toward Game Officials” as printed in the USSF Administrative Handbook, 97/98 Edition.

General – Misconduct against referees may occur before, during and after the match, including travel to and from the match.  Misconduct may occur also at later times when directly related to duties of a game official as a referee.

Terms and References – As used in the rule –

“Referee” includes the following:

(A) All currently registered USSF referees, assistant referees, 4th officials or others duly appointed to assist in officiating in a match.

(B) Any non-licensed, non registered person serving in an emergency capacity as a referee (under Rule 3040).

(C) Any club assistant referee.

“Hearing” means a meeting of at least three neutral members, one of which is designated or elected to serve as chairman.  The hearing shall be conducted pursuant to guidelines established by the National State Association or Professional League.

Referee assault is an intentional act of physical violence at or upon a referee.

Assault includes, but is not limited to, the following acts committed upon a referee: hitting; kicking; punching; choking; spitting at; or on; grabbing or bodily running into a referee; head butting;;the act of kicking or throwing any object at a referee that could inflict injury; damaging the referee’s uniform or personal property, i.e. car, equipment, etc.

Referee abuse is a verbal statement or physical act not resulting in bodily contact which implies or threatens physical harm to a referee or the referee’s property or equipment.

Abuse includes, but is not limited to, the following acts committed upon a referee; using foul or abusive language toward a referee; spewing any beverage on a referee’s personal property; or verbally threatening the referee.

Verbal threats are remarks that carry the implied or direct threat of physical harm.  Such remarks as “I’ll get you after the game” or “You won’t get our of here in one piece,” shall be deemed referee abuse.

Jurisdiction and hearings.   (Condensed and paraphrased for understanding ) 

(A) When any VYSA player, coach, manager, club official or game official assaults or abuses a referee the original jurisdiction to adjudicate rests with VYSA. 

(B) When the allegation of assault is verified by VYSA, the person is automatically suspended until the hearing of the assault.

(C) In cases of report of referee abuse, a hearing is held only when requested by the alleged assailant or otherwise deemed appropriate by the convening authority.

Penalties and Suspensions

(A) Assault

The player, coach, manager or official committing the referee assault is automatically suspended one (1) year from the time of the assault, unless serious injuries are inflicted, then the minimum suspended period will be at least (5) years.  When the player, coach, manager, or official committing the referee assault is an adult and the referee is a minor (17 or younger), then the minimum suspension period is three (3) years.  The National State Association (VYSA) adjudicating the matter may not provide shorter periods of suspension but, if circumstances warrant may provide a longer period of suspension.

(B) Referee Abuse

The minimum suspension period for referee abuse shall be at least three (3) scheduled matches within the rules of that competition.  The National State Association (VYSA) adjudicating the matter may provide a longer period of suspension when circumstances warrant (e.g. habitual offenders).
The following Appendices are attached for additional information and clarification: 
1. Definitions

2. Kid Safe Information

3. Responsibilities of  Club Representatives 

4. Field Guidelines

5. Match Procedures

a. Pre-game

b. Game day

c. Match reports

6. Guide to Inclement Weather

7. Contacting VSL
8. Injury and Insurance Claim  Procedures

9. VSL Match Official Evaluation Form

APPENDIX 1

DEFINITIONS

Club – A Club is a member organization of VSL that consists of at least two active teams.

Age Group – An age group is a group of teams based upon the birth date of the players on the team.  The birth dates are calculated from August 1 to July 31 of the following year. The age group of the team is determined by the birth date of the oldest player.

Division – A division is a seasonal subgroup of participating teams formed from teams with similar competitive levels for league play.

Team – A team is a group of players, sponsored by a club, which competes in VSL.  A team must have a minimum of seven (7) players on its roster and a maximum of eighteen (18) players.  Under-10 teams shall have a maximum of fourteen (14) players.  Under-10 and Under-11 teams must have at least one more than half of the players born in the single year designation of those age groups.

Provisional Team – A provisional team is a team comprised of registered players who are members of teams not actively playing in the current season within a seasonal year, which may be used for intra-league play only.  It is intended to enable players to continue playing while the team they are registered with is NOT playing.

Official Match Report - The Official Match Report is completed at each game and is used to verify the date, time, teams participating, and score of the match, any cautions and ejections issued, and other comments pertinent to the conduct of the match.

Protest -  A formal submission that disputes a point of fact dealing with the misapplication of the FIFA Laws of the Game by a game official.

Referee Evaluation Form – Form provided by league used to provide feedback to the league relative to game officials’ performance, appearance, judgement, etc.

Appeal –  A formal submission to question the assessment of fines or penalties imposed by the Rules and Procedures, the Board of Directors or other league representative.

APPENDIX 2

KidSafe Program 
KidSafe is a risk management program designed to foster safe circumstances for every person, and especially every child, who participates in a US Youth Soccer affiliated activity. It is a program to inform all US Youth Soccer volunteers and employees concerning the risks associated with youth programs.

Virginia Youth Soccer Association (VYSA) has instituted the KidSafe Program for all its members, which includes all members of VSL. All volunteers are required complete the on-line VYSA Kidsafe/Risk Management form. The information will be kept in absolute confidentiality by the respective club and must be updated every year.

The form contains the following Employee/Volunteer Application and Disclosure Statement:

"I understand that my employment/volunteer position with VYSA or any of its members is contingent upon my truthful completion and VYSA's or any of its members' review of this form. I authorize and understand that VYSA or any of its members may obtain a criminal history report, and that I may be requested to provide a set of fingerprints. I understand that I may be immediately discharged for any misrepresentation or material omission on this form. I understand that pending arrest or closed arrest is not an automatic bar to consideration of my application but it is the intent of VYSA or any of its members to deny a position to any person who has been convicted of sexual abuse, physical abuse or exploitation of any minor. I understand that VYSA or any of its members will take into account the nature of the offense, the date of the offense and the relationship between the offense and the position for which I am applying and any mitigating factors."

The required background checks  must be completed by the club prior to the first match.   Background checks are accomplished using the VYSA Database Travel Registration System and Choicepoints.   The VYSA Kidsafe Policy governs the background check policies for the league. 

APPENDIX 3

Club RepRESENTATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES

Club Representatives (Reps) are designated representatives of member clubs.  The Club Reps are the spokespersons for their clubs in all matters before VSL.  They serve as a critical line of communication between VSL and their member clubs.  The primary responsibilities of the Club Representatives are outlined below:

· Club Reps handle all communication between their respective coaches, players, officers and volunteers and VSL.  Club Reps are responsible for all telephone communications with the VSL office.  Players, coaches, volunteers, and parents shall communicate with VSL through their Club Rep.

· Club Reps serve as the VSL active membership for voting purposes and decide, as a body, VSL policy, rules and procedures.

· Club Reps bring the needs of their respective organizations to VSL and by extension to Virginia Youth Soccer Association.

· Club Reps receive information provided by VSL and disseminate it to their club Officers, coaches, players and volunteers.  This includes schedules and awards.

· They coordinate functions between their clubs and VSL, such as registration, rainouts, reschedules, Rules and Discipline issues, and all paperwork and fees.  It is the club rep’s responsibility to keep track of everything that is going on between his or her club and the association.  They answer questions and solve problems.

Your Club Reps’ job is to answer your questions and help you with VSL matters.  Call him or her when you have a question not answered in the Rules and Procedure manual.

A Club Representative is required to contact either the President or Vice-president prior to a scheduled meeting in the event they are un-able to attend that scheduled meeting.  Or the representative or the club rep's club may delegate the rep's responsibilities to another club member.  If a club representative or his designee misses two consecutive meetings without notifying the President or Vice-president prior to either meeting, the representative may be dismissed from the board and a new representative requested from that member club.  (adopted 04.20.04)

For convenience, write the name and phone number of your club rep here.

Name: 
_______________________________________________________

Phone: 
__________________________________


APPENDIX 4

FIELD GUIDELINES

The club sponsoring the home team shall be responsible for maintaining fields under these guidelines.  Failure to properly maintain fields may subject the club to the penalties outlined in Failure to field a team/Forfeiture.

· Each club must designate appropriate home fields prior to the start of each season.

· After scheduling has begun, clubs making field changes risk the loss of home games.

· All fields must be rectangular.

· For U13 and older age groups, fields must be a minimum of 100 yards long by 50 yards wide, and a maximum of 130 yards long and 100 yards wide.  For U10 and U11, fields must be a minimum of 60 yards long by 40 yards wide and a maximum of 70 yards long by 50 yards wide.  For U12, fields must be a minimum of 80 yards long by 55 yards wide and a maximum of 90 yards long by 60 yards wide.

· Goals shall be sufficiently anchored to prevent mishap and shall be 8 feet high and 24 feet wide, except for U10 – U12 fields which may have goals proportional to the size of the field.  

· Fields shall be legibly marked in accordance with the Federation International Football Association/United States Soccer Federation (FIFA/USSF) Laws of the Game.

· Grass shall be cut to an even height.  The height shall not impede the movement of the ball or the players.

· Nets shall be in serviceable condition and securely affixed to the goals.

· Corner flags shall be placed and conform to the specifications of FIFA/USSF Laws of the Game.

Fields must provide safe playing conditions. The referee may refuse to allow play if, in his/her opinion, the field is unsafe or improperly prepared.  Should a referee not allow a game to be played because of unsafe field conditions (non weather related) the home team (s) will forfeit the game and all subsequent games until such time as the unsafe conditions have been corrected.  In addition, the club will be responsible for the referee fees incurred.

APPENDIX 5

MATCH PROCEDURES

Before Game Day

· The home team must ensure the playability of fields by checking the condition of its field and the height of the grass.  See “Field Guidelines” for appropriate field preparation guidelines.  

· Even when maintenance of the field is the responsibility of a park authority, city, county, military installation, etc., the home team is responsible for checking and determining playability no later 3 hours prior to game time.  

· The home team should contact the visiting team at least three (3) days prior to game day to confirm the day, date, time and place of the match as a courtesy.  Give good directions to the field.  Check on possible uniform color conflict.  The home team must change when a conflict exists.

On Game Day

· The home team will check the field and make sure it is properly lined and that nets and corner flags are in place.  Nets and lines must be in place when the referee is ready to begin the game. A forfeit may result if the field is not prepared properly.

· If the city, county, military installation or park authority lines your fields, be sure they do it properly and often enough, or purchase equipment to have on hand in an emergency.

· Be sure the city, county or park authority has your club’s schedule so they can plan ahead to have fields ready.

· Each coach must provide a list of player’s names and numbers and team officials to the referee before each match. A photocopy of the official team roster or GAME DAY ROSTER from the VYSA Database may be used to accomplish this requirement. 
· Player passes must be provided for every game.  Referees are expected to check player’s passes for every game.  A team unable to produce player passes by half time will forfeit the game.  The score will be recorded 3-0.

· Home Team Responsibilities:

· Provide the official match report for theofficials

· Complete home team match report information

· Additionally, if any of the following is relevant it must be recorded on the match report:

· Any player(s) or coach(es) serving a suspension for disciplinary reasons.

· If anyone other than the coach of record is coaching.

· Mail match report to the VSL Administrator within 24 hours of the completion of the match

· Call-in Match Score via toll-free number to GOTSPORTS Program.

· Visiting Team Responsibilities:

· Provide backup match report should the home team fail for any reason to distribute an official match report
NOTE – If persons sitting out games for disciplinary reasons are not identified on the report, THE SUSPENSION HAS NOT BEEN SERVED. 

· Penalties for Failure to return match cards:

Failure of home team to properly complete and return the match report will result in a fine of $15.00

APPENDIX 6

DANGEROUS WEATHER GUIDELINES 

By way of definition, dangerous weather such as thunderstorms and tornadoes constitute unplayable conditions, if any one of the following is present:

· Lightning is observed and thunder is heard within 25seconds thereafter.

· Reports of lightning strikes the ground within ten miles of the playing site.

· Thunder is heard with or without the presence of lightning,

· Severe thunderstorm and/or tornado warnings are in effect.

VSL club reps, coaches, team officials, and referees should be advised that if ANY of the above conditions exist a match should be suspended.  The safety of all is the only concern.  There will be no consideration given to cost, inconvenience or advantage due to the necessity of a time delay or replay/reschedule.

What to do if caught in the open during Lightning:

· Most deaths occur when a person is in the open, under a tree or touching a large metal object like a goal.  In the open, crouch or seek the lowest spot available.  Move away from isolated tall objects.

· Seek shelter in a large building or enclosed automobile.

· Get away from open vehicles, such as pickup truck beds, convertibles, bicycles, motorcycles, etc.

· Remove shoes with metal cleats.

· If you feel an electrical charge, your hair stands on end or your skin tingles, lightning may be about to strike you - Drop to the ground immediately.

· If someone is struck by lightning, start mouth to mouth and cardiopulmonary resuscitation immediately and call 911.

APPENDIX 7

CONTACTING VSL
VSL Weather Hotline – 757 886-5092  Teams are to contact their Club Rep with all questions.  
Call the VSL Hotline for game day information such as cancellations and/or reschedules. The VSL Administrator maintains the VSL Hotline.  Except in the case of an emergency, the Administrator must limit his/her interactions to:

Club representatives

Board of Directors

VSL committee chairpersons

The Administrator is available extra hours on game days when weather conditions warrant.  tc \l2 "Referees, insurance, licenses, cup play, ODP
The Complete VSL Guide to Rain

E-MAIL NOTIFICATIONS TO TEAM OFFICIALS WILL BE SENT VIA THE GOTSOCCER PROGRAM AND VYSA DATABASE. 
Call the HOTLINE for weather related announcements

 HOTLINE 757-886-5092 Club Field Hotlines are listed on the website vasoccerleague.com
Dawn, or three hours before 1st game:

· Club rep determines field conditions and contacts VSL Administrator if needed.

· Club rep notifies all coaches with home games of any changes and/or cancellations

· Home team coaches notify visitors that fields are closed and/or changes are necessary.  Those coaches in turn notify their teams.

Two hours before 1st game:

· The Club makes the rainout decision and notifies the Administrator
· Administrator notifies referee assignors.

· All rescheduling is the responsibility of the VSL Administrator.

This rule presents VSL members with the option to develop their players within a flexible, competitive environment and to provide a safety net for clubs with limited player resources.  This rule should be utilized with player development and fairness as the guiding principles governing guest player additions.  
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